Harriet Beecher Stove
( June 14, 1811 – July 1, 1896)
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Harriet Beecher Stowe was an American abolitionist (废奴主义者) and author. Her novel Uncle Tom's Cabin was a depiction of life for African Americans under slavery; it reached millions as a novel and play, and became influential in the United States and United Kingdom. It energized anti-slavery forces in the American North, while provoking widespread anger in the South. She wrote more than 20 books, including novels, three travel memoirs, and collections of articles and letters. She was influential both for her writings and her public stands on social issues of the day.
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Harriet Beecher Stowe was born in Litchfield, Connecticut (美国康乃迪克州), on June 14, 1811.
She was born and brought up in a family intensely religious and intellectual. Her father was a minister who often discussed theology with the members of the family and inspired in all his children an ambition for some future service. From an early age Harriet believed in all mighty God and felt that it was her life-long duty to help relieve people from despair.

At the age of sixteen she worked under her sister as a teacher. Then she got married to Calvin Ellis Stowe who was a writer on theology. After a long illness in May 1850, she moved out of the West and went to live in Maine(缅因州), in the very northeast of the country. There she ran a school and at the same time found time to write, not ignoring her part as a housewife and a mother of seven children. 

She had read books on slavery and was familiar with stories about Negro fugitives(逃亡者). She got to know in detail how Black people were inhumanly treated in the South, with their ears cut off, their backs and faces branded. She made a few visits to a plantation in Kentucky(肯塔基州) and observed with particular attention the operation of the slave system there. The result of all this was the publication of the world-famous, anti-slavery novel, Uncle Tom’s Cabin. It is about a horrible world in which the law, the government, the economy, even the church worked for the evil slave system. Uncle Tom’s Cabin was acclaimed the greatest of all anti-slavery manifestoes.
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